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are usually made for twenty years, and in
Burma, where the ordinary term is now fifteen
years. At these settlements careful surveys
are made of all holdings and records of rights
in the land. The policy of long term settle-
ments is being extended. Under the system
of periodical revisions of the land assessment
the State secures a share in the increased
rental value arising from the general progress
of the community. Of late years measures
have been taken to exempt improvements
from assessment, and generally to make the
enforcement of the rights of the State as little
burdensome as is possible to the revenue-payer.
Periodical revision also affords the opportunity
of reducing the assessment in villages or tracts
which have declined in prosperity, and of
correcting inequalities arising from any cause."
. . . " Settlements (or re-settlements) in new
or in temporarily settled areas are always in
progress. In consequence of improved methods
the period occupied in the process is much
shorter than formerly, and involves compara-
tively little harassment of the people." l

Owing to the circumstance that, in clays of

1 Moral and Material Protjress of India. 1908-9, p. 24.
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